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Section A: Personal or Creative Writing

Task 1: Spend 55 minutes on your response. Mark allocation: 88 marks

Up to 58 marks are available for an organised and engaging piece of writing that
matches form and purpose with audience.

Up to 30 marks are available for the use of a range of sentence structures and
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Complete only one task.

	 EITHER

(a) Personal writing: Write an article for your school/college magazine about
the positives of being your age.

	 OR

(b) Creative writing: Write a creative essay for publication in your school/
college magazine. The picture below is to be the basis for your creative
writing. You may provide your own title.

Source: © Getty Images
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You are advised to spend:

	 •	 15 minutes thinking and planning your response
	 •	 30 minutes writing your response
	 •	 10 minutes checking your response

Planning space:
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EITHER

	 (a)	 Personal writing: Write an article for your school/college magazine about 
the positives of being your age.
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OR

	 (b)	 Creative writing: Write a creative essay for publication in your school/college 
magazine.  
The picture on page 2 is to be the basis for your creative writing. 
You may provide your own title.
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Section B: Reading Literary and Non-fiction Texts

Three tasks: 50 minutes. Mark allocation: 62 marks

Reading Literary Texts

Task 2: Spend 26 minutes reading both texts (see insert) and responding to this task. 
Total 32 marks

Texts A and B are extracts from two novels.

Compare and contrast how the writers have created unpleasant settings in the  
two extracts.  
Present supporting evidence from both texts.
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Reading Non-fiction

Tasks 3 and 4 are based on two extracts from a newspaper article about preparing for 
Christmas:

“Happy Holly-days! Christmas has come early”

Task 3: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is the beginning of the article.

Explain how the writer has gained and held the interest of the reader.

Source: © Adapted from https://www.mirror.co.uk/By Andrzej Lukowski

Removed due to copyright
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Task 4: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is from the same article.

Explain how the writer has developed his views on starting to celebrate Christmas 
early.

Source: Adapted from https://www.mirror.co.uk/By Andrzej Lukowski

Removed due to copyright
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